OUR FIRST AND BEST GIFT
“Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce; 

then your barns will be filled with plenty…”

Proverbs 3:9

The Meaning of Stewardship
      The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to inspire, nurture and serve to the glory of God.  Our vision is that people will be welcomed into a Christian community that listens to God, respects one another, and is strengthened through worship, love, learning, and service to others.

       In order to accomplish this good work, we commit ourselves to be stewards of God’s generosity, and to commit our resources to the ministry of Christ in this place.

Let us look at some of the reasons for making a financial commitment to the church.

1. “The earth is the Lord’s and all there is; the world and those who live in it.” 

   Psalm 24:1

       All we are and all we have come from God. We did not choose our place of birth, our bodies, our particular gifts, talents and opportunities. We did not invent the air we breathe or the water that sustains life. All are God’s gifts. 

      In Genesis the story says that people are created to be caretakers of God’s good earth. As caretakers, or stewards, we watch over the many gifts we have received, and we return a portion to the Owner, to God. Our giving acknowledges that we know who the real Owner is, and shows that we want to honor God. 

2. “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”           Luke 12:34
      Our investments of time, talent and treasure express the values of our lives. But they also guide those values. Committing ourselves to God’s work is an important way of guiding our hearts in God’s direction. Jesus challenges his listeners to “do the math”, to decide what is truly important, and to go in that direction. 

       There are two great commands given by Jesus to his disciples:

       “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind. And you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”                            Luke 10:27

       With our financial commitment to the church, we help guide our treasure and our hearts in the right direction.

3. “Faith without works is dead.”  

       James 2:17                             
       With our giving, we take a step of faith. By giving away our hard earned money, we grow in our trust that God will take care of us; that God will bless these gifts to a holy purpose. Christians need to give in order to grow in faith, hope and love. 

       In I Peter 4:10 we read “Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.”  Those who grow in faith grow in giving, and those who give grow in faith. Giving is one of the works of faith.  

4. God is faithful. 

       “Fear not, little flock, it is my Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”                         Luke 12:32

       “I am confident of this, that the One who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”          Phil. 1:6

      No one can out-give God. God is our hope, our help, and our eternal home. New every morning are God’s mercies. So every day we trust in the Lord to guide us, to care for us, to carry us forward to the Kingdom that is coming. Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. With our gifts we celebrate the faithfulness of God.
      Here at First Presbyterian Church we ask our members annually to make a pledge to the mission of the church. 

      What is a pledge to the church?

      A pledge is a written commitment stating one’s intention to give in the year ahead. It is a promise, not a contract. It is a goal, not a given. It is a statement of faith and faithfulness. By putting it in writing, the giver enables the church officers to better plan for the ministry of our congregation. By putting it in writing, the giver “goes on record” before God with the intention to show gratitude through generosity.  If one’s circumstances change, the pledge can be adjusted by contacting the church office.

      What is proportional giving? 

      “Proportional Giving” means to consider what we have received from God and to give a portion of that in gratitude and worship. The giver sets aside a percentage of what he or she has received in income. In the Bible the tithe was a 10% offering. The giver gave part to the priest or Levite, part to the poor, and part of it was burned as an act of worship. As stewards on God’s land, the giver returned to the Owner a portion of all that was received. 

      Having set aside a portion of what we have received (3%, 5%, or 10%), we then choose how we will share. We give some to the church, and some to other worthy causes.  We remember the poor and less fortunate. We celebrate God’s generosity with our own generosity. When we act like joyful givers, we find that new joy does come to us. 

      Proportional giving asks equal sacrifice, not equal gifts. From the widow’s mite to the largest gift, all are made worthy by our devotion to God.

We Need to Give

      This story was told during our Presbyterian General Assembly meeting here in Richmond.

      “A Presbyterian missionary was traveling across India. He stopped at a small village that had no church. He set up his preaching stand under a tree, where he sang hymns and prayed aloud. Then he spoke about the goodness of God revealed in Jesus Christ to those who had gathered around him.

      When he was finished, a man from the village asked the missionary to follow him home. They walked to the man’s house. There the fellow began to dig in the dirt floor at the back of the one room dwelling. He produced a small cloth which held a number of coins. 

      He said ‘Some of us are Christians. These are our tithes and offerings. We have been waiting for a minister to come so that we could give.’”

      Part of our faithful response to God’s generosity is the joy and responsibility of giving to the work of the church.
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