
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

WE MEET GOD
Carols for Gathering

What Child is This?
No. 53

O Little Town of Bethlehem
No. 43
We Three Kings (v. 1, 2, and 5)
No. 66
Welcome and Announcements
Minute for Mission
Jim Darden
Hymn – O Come, All Ye Faithful
No. 41
*Call to Worship
Rev. Collins
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.

He shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Prince of Peace.  Let us worship God, whose Christ is His gift to the world.
 *Hymn of Praise – Hark, the Herald Angels Sing
No.  31
 *Prayer of Confession 
     Loving God, who came to us in the Child of Bethlehem, we worship you.  Forgive the wrong we do and the good we leave undone.  Let the carols of joy drive away darkness and doubt.  Forgive our wandering feet, and set us upon the path of Jesus, like all wise men and women.  We, too, want peace on earth and goodwill toward all.  May the angels’ hymn come true in our lives through Christ, our Lord.  Amen.
*Response 

How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is given,

So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessing of his heaven.

No ear may hear His coming,

but in this world of sin.

Where meek souls will receive Him, 
still the dear Christ enters in.

*Assurance of Pardon 
 Hymn – Angels We Have Heard on High
No. 23  
GOD’S WORD FOR US
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

Prayer for Illumination 
New Testament Lesson – Matthew 2:7-21
p. 2
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Time with Children
A Story – Christmas Menorahs
Dr. Summers
*Hymn  - Away in a Manger (verses 1 and 3)
No. 25
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD
*Affirmation of Faith (John 1:1-4; 10-14)
     In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.   

     He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.  He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.
Offering of Our Gifts, Tithes, and Selves to God  

At this time, we ask worshipers to print their names in the friendship pad               as it is passed down the pew.
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What Songs Were Sung
John Jacob Niles
James Taylor, tenor

*Doxology
*Hymn –Joy to the World
No.  40
*Charge and Benediction 
Postlude – Masters in This Hall
arr. Noel Rawsthorne
*Those who are able, please stand.
Worship leaders today are Charlie Summers, Pastor, and Mary Kay Collins, Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care.  We thank Nancy Bain for her musical leadership this morning.
The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God in memory of loved ones by Mrs. James S. Evans.
Next Sunday, January 3, 2010, there will be a congregational meeting for the purpose of electing Elders and Deacons for the class of 2013.
Our nursery, for infants to three-year-olds, is available from 8:15 am to 12:15 pm.  Sign-in desk is at room 105.  Parents, please pick up your children immediately after the service.

IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Let us remember in prayer:
Metropolitan Richmond at Prayer:  We pray for the families of Metropolitan Richmond:  for the care and protection of infants, children, and young people; for an end to child abuse; for healthy relationship between children and their parents; and for the intimate knowledge that each one is a beloved child of God.
Those with special concerns:  Frances Ellis, Paul Fox, Kent Hill, Lee Howell, Michael Jarvis, Gay Jewett, Pinson Neal, Evelyn Roulston, Al Sirles, Ray Slabaugh, Marilyn Smart, and Celeste Walker.
Those grieving:

Corell Moore and family on the death of her father, Phillip Luckhardt.

Burton Kunz on the death of his nephew.
Christi Barranger and family on the death of her mother, Virginia White, on December 21, 2009.
Members and their families serving in the military:  Allen Burkett, Jenny Sigel Burkett, Conner Gentil, Clay Mountcastle, Hunter Scott, and Tom Upton.
Young Adult Volunteer in Mission:  Ginna Irby
Those rejoicing:  
Katie and Ward Morgan on the birth of their daughter, Maeve Elizabeth, on December 21, 2009.   

Rosemary Davenport on the birth of her grandson, James Edward Bowman, on November 16, 2009. 

Gaylon Layfield and Melissa Jessee on their marriage December 26, 2009.

Personal amplification devices, as well as large-print hymnals, Bibles, and bulletins are available for those who need them.  Please see an usher if you would like to use these today, and please return them to an usher after the service.
Children’s worship notebooks are available from the ushers for use during the service.  
We thank the following officers for their service today: 
11:00 am service:  Cary Street, Kathy Fallen; Porte Cochere, Bruce Arnett; Treasurer, Betsy MacCorkle; Assistant Treasurer, Jack Woodfin; Offering/Coffee Hour, Bruce Arnett; Welcome Table, Steve Baril.
After the 11:00 am service:  Cary Street Door, Blanche Toms; Porte Cochere Door, John Ran Smith and Libby Marth.
Hostess: Circle 8.
Ushers: Chairman Harvey Snook, Mary Baril, Steve Baril, Doug Boudinot, Sally Boudinot, Bob Davis, David Gray, David Williams.
STAFF:
Charles A. Summers
Pastor
Rosalind E. Banbury
Associate Pastor for Adult Ministry
Mary Kay Collins
Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care

Christopher J. Mooney
Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry
Edna J. Banes
Parish Associate
Suzanne C. Riehl
Minister of Music

Terrie Sears
Church Administrator
Tammy L. Rice
Director of Children’s Ministry
Keith M. Mitchell
Director of Weekday Child Ministry
Susan W. Travers
Assistant Minister of Music

Michael Peterman
Open Door Music Director
Eric Spoon
Youth Ministry Intern

Nicole Childress
Youth Ministry Intern

Trish Carter
Young Adult Ministry Coordinator
BIRTHDAYS
We celebrate with our members who are having a birthday this week:  Sunday, December 27 – Saturday, January 2.
	Sunday

	Linda Borland
	Emily Copeland

	Jane Davis
	Daniel George

	Alex Lutz
	Sophie Mitchell

	Alex Modisett
	Peggy Sears

	Monday

	Gladys Brower
	Max Cisne

	Wilson Fulks
	Patrick Fuller

	Jack Mountcastle
	Wesley Ward

	Rafe Wilkinson
	

	Tuesday

	Jacob Fleck
	Georgia Green

	George Morelock
	

	
	

	Wednesday

	Jay Boyd
	Reid Burford

	Bracken Carter
	Craig Chewning

	Kristi Porterfield
	Mary Kate Zeckert

	Thursday

	Mary Beckstoffer
	Margaret Bice

	Elizabeth McDermid
	Dottie McCown

	Linda Mulligan
	Thomas O’Shea

	Jake Ramsey
	

	Friday

	
	

	Saturday

	Mike Livingston
	Mauna Mullins

	Les Yonce
	


  If we have missed your birthday, or if you prefer not to have your birthday published

     in the bulletin, please call the office or e-mail Cherry Corley at ccorley@fpcrichmond.org.
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